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Editor Says 

 

   

 

 The World Youth Day 2011 has just 

ended last week. The theme for this 

yearΩs WYD was ΨRooted and Built Up 

in Jesus Christ, Firm in the Faith.Ω  

This is the fundamental truth of all 

Christians. We need to be rooted and 

built in Jesus Christ and to be very 

firm in our faith, or else we will be so 

easily swayed by the changing 

currents of this world. Jesus has to be 

our foundation, our Home where we 

find security.  

Many of us tend to put our security in 

what we can do, achieve, have. Yet, all 

these, money, wealth, job, house, 

cars, knowledge and even health, can 

be taken away from us by a sudden 

accident, an illness, an economic 

crisis. We need to have a source of 

security that is beyond this physical, 

material world.  

 We need Jesus who is the Rock 

that will never crumble, never fail 

us.   

Recently, our house was broken 

into one early morning when we 

were sleeping. Our money and 

some personal belongings were 

taken away, but fortunately and 

most importantly, no one was 

physically hurt. This experience 

made me to reflect that no house, 

no matter how nice and beautiful, 

can protect and keep us safe and 

no person, no matter how steady 

and careful, can guarantee us 

absolute tranquillity and peace of 

mind. Only Jesus can! I know that 

he was the one protecting us from 

any harm that night of the 

burglary.  

For this, I thank Him! 

 

Fear knocked at the door. 

Faith answered. And lo, no 

one was there.  

ðAuthor unknown. 
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World Youth Day  

Pre-Encounter  

Valencia, Siete Aguas 2011 

òBuild Up Your Life,  

Build Up Your Worldó  

 

Before the start of the actual World Youth Day in 

Madrid, the Verbum Dei Community gathered at our 

retreat centre at Siete Aguas for a four days pre-

encounter. What an encounter it was! With youths and 

Verbum Dei missionaries from all over the world 

gathered in the centre, the days went by with lots of 

activities, prayer sessions, sharing, fiesta...  

 

 

  

Leticia gave a talk on the 

second day of the encounter 

to the English-speaking 

group. The prayer ended 

with an activity that invited 

the young people to dare to 

make a difference with their 

lives!  

 

 Cultural 

presentations 

by the various 

countries 
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There were many workshops that the participants could 

join in. There were workshops on the Verbum Dei Identity, 

on the Bible, on Liturgy, etc. Leticia conducted one on 

Inter-religious Dialogue.  

 

 

 

Multitudes of youths during a Eucharistic 

Celebration. 

 

 
Singapore Participants  

Our famous 

Siete Aguas 

Paella 


